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Artists  of 

Abraham  Lincoln 

portraits 


Joseph  H.  Dille 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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Dille,  J.  H. 


From  a  photograph  by  Hessler  1860 


1860 


'EVENTS  OF  I860 

ARE  RECALLED 


BY     LETiER    FROM      FORMER      GO- 
SHEN  ARTIST,  J.   H.   DILLE. 


PAINTED  PORTRAITS  OF 

LINCOLN  AND  DOUGLAS 


Located   in    fcoshen    in   the   Fifties   and 

Married. a'-Oaughter  of  the  late 

Oliver  Crane. 

Alc-lkl.     O.,     April     6,     1908. 

Mr.  Wilbur  I*  Stonex, 
Goshen,   Ind.. 
Dear   Sir— 

Vour  lettoi  of  Uie  Ith  is  receivi  d, 
enclosing  printed  copy  of  ;i  part  or' 
jour  paper  on  the  portraits  of  AJwa- 
bjnaj  Lincoln,  Hannibal  Hamlin  and  H. 
S.  Lane.  I  mil  Mirry  you  did  no  mn'. 
also,  the  concluding  part  on  page  1, 
column    i.  as   printed  iii   The  Goshen 

Dp iwil       However   this   cox-era  the 

ground  pr.'tty  well.  Von  are  con.  .|  lv 
informed  us  10  the  painting  being  done 

b.\     in.-     J.     II      1'ille     (not    .1.    M.    as    \  oil 

rave  in.  i  ihinj  the  canvass  probably 
nas.  on  it  oni  Of  my  inonogr&nis, 
which  will  show  ,i  pretty  plain  "H." 

You  arc  also  ported  in  the  Lincoln 
lortViill  being  i  rom  photo  by  Hessl.  r, 
Miieago.  which  photo  was  made  prior 

0  the  campaigi  of.  ISCO  and  probabl; 
irior  to  tlic   nomination,  as   t  secured 

1  soon    nl'lcr    i LliuatiOn,       1    also 

vol  one  ai  the  same  time  made  b; 
'ool,  &  Fassetl  oi' Chicago,  more  near. 
!  a  Iron'  \  iew  of  the  face.  I  did  no! 
Ike  ii  so  well,  so  I  worked  ciilirel> 
rom  llie  Messier  pliol  ograpll.  1  ha\e 
lOth    now     in    £00d    condilioll. 

The  portraii  of  Kanmlbal  Hamlin  is 
rem  ii  photograph'  made  al  the  While- 
nirsi  gallery,  ai  Washington.  i>.  ('.  For 

he  portraii   of  I  lonry  S.   I.ane.   I   wrote 


d     in    the    campuii 

ionic    much    of    the    time);    to    know 

i'hen   a  c I  plu    o--i  n ,  h  ci  ■  1 1 i <  1  be  pro- 

nre  I,     She   «  rote  0   very   nice  and   in 

pri    '  in-   Ion.  r   i  ■  hi   ij   i    ., 


1       I        I)     I      l! 


-I'.    '  m;    she   could    no)    tell    me    w  hen 
a  pood  one  i  iuM  In    had,  bul   -™i  on 

"lal     so. l,:ol       i    oi  |    I,        | ..  .  i  i.  ■ ,  |     [hi 

s,   ii>    attempting   to  puim    i1   o 
what    look.  .1    like     very    poor     waiver. 

■-      I      llOTS,     IIS      I  lie     l.o-   '      -In-     COIlM 

II  .    .  ■;.      I."     It     IVHS    very    poor,       ||o    v..., 

ni'i    n    hmitli  oine   n  im   and    thai    hia'd 
■   ■    ."•-         i     a  ■        i  ciurlil    ,oi     

III  m  liming  from  fi  and  was  cornp.  II 
:"  "Jl  until  ihe  lime  appohiieil  to. 
him  to  speak  in  Goshen,  when  I  marU 
:i  Bitlfng  of  him  hi  Mr.  Ileddiin's  gal 
I'-ry.  Mr.  II.  ddon  being  away  at  Ihr 
time  1  im,  compell  .1  to  depend  upon 
bis    Minnw   daughter,    K'ltie.    to   nreiiar, 


es.  to  my  great  r< 
cli  the  besi  i  have 
"ie  'of   Indiana's   'are 


ness  in  the  I'nce.  If  1  made  it  toe 
eauiil'iil  ii  was  as  I  saw  it.  I  know 
painted  I  be  heal  I  could  do  at  Unit 
nio  i  was  then  in  mj  28tfi  year  and 
■arniiiiv  all  alone,  never  having  taken 
painting  lesson  in  my  life,  i  havs 
lainio.l  many  |Kirlrails  since,  and  now 
n  my  TTiii  year,  I  am  painting  every 

|,1j  .      I    married   a   (ioslien   girl    in    ISS* 
mil    She   is   still    with    me.    We   oelel.ni 
•d   our   50th   or   golden    wedding   nnni- 
ersarv    ihe    ITtlt   of  last    .Tune. 

Hoeiors  fold  me  in  my  young  days 
but  1  would  nol  survive  a  trip  and 
ourse  of  art  Study  in  Kurope  and  nol 
iSlllg  s'lrong.  I  foollahlj  heard  and  ho- 1 
icved  they  knew,  and  therefore  never 
nailed  myself  of  wha'l  would  have 
made   picture   painting  to  ft  consclen- 

lious  man  inneli  easier,  Bill  show  ins 
how  little  the  doctors  know  of  one'-j 
ehnnees  for  a  long  life,  here  is  a  case. 
1  look  wiih  me  to  Goshen  a  large, 
sloul  young  man  as  n  pupil  In  painting 
in  1857.  A  Mr.  YYianl  by  name.  Thsy 
said  he  could  go  'through  all  right.  Ha 
went,  studied  there  about  two  years 
returned  to  New  York,  became  one  a/ 
pur  host  American  landscape  painters, 
and.  I  am  told,  got  torge  prices  for 
bis  iiainl  laws-    his  liromiso  of  long   life 


end,  ,|    |  ;  y. 

While  [  have  not  mei  win,  greai  sue 
cess  financially.  I  sol]  all  the  work  I 
ran  do— -IY..I  i  .imi  lairil.-ca  p, .,  or  for 
...oh  trees  are  niy  special- 
ty. We  have  had  a  goodly  share  of. 
linppiiiess  In  life  and  hope  it  may  con- 
tinue Hi  Ihe  end.      What    a   blessing    is 

hope, 

We  lime  always  had  .v,r>iH  love  for 
the  old  town  of  Goshen,  and  your  com 
niiinicaiion.  or  especially  your  paper 
came  as  considerable  of  a  shock  to  us 
wlien  we  realized,  how  much  the  In- 
terest in  its  history  aim  present  move- 
ments were  in  the  hands  of  I  ho.  ■ 
whose  names,  even,  we  bad  never 
heard,  and  we  almost  daily  thought  .  f 
many  then.  as  living,  when  ihe'se 
a.Mikenina  thoughts  maWeVus  realize 
thai  they  have  probably  long  since 
passed  away.  My  wife  is  the  only  one 
How  living-  of  ihe  somewhat  numerous 
family  of  Oliver  Crane,  who  was  the 
third  man  lo  settle  on  the  Elkhart 
prairie,  helped  lo  lay  out  the  town  of 
(Ioslien,  and  named  it,  be  having  come 
from  Goshen,  N.  Y.  He  ivnv.  'the  conn 
house  square  and  as  a  citizen,  of 
course  helped  lo  build  Ihe  firs-l  coliri 
bouse,  so  my  old  portraits  i  liould  be 
entitled  to  a  place  there,  if  you  want 
them  there,  He  also  luiip  the  first 
frame    bouse,    across    from   'the    Violet  I 

House. 

|  I  can-  think  of  but  lew  of  'Ji.  mem- 
bers of  the  old  Wide  Awake  Club,  I 
well  remember  Charles  P.  Jacobs,  was 
one  of  its  stirring  speakers  who  be- 
Cl a  prominent  lawyer  jn  Indianapo- 
lis, and  died  there  some  years  ago; 
William   11,  Jacobs,  his  In  ol  llel-.-now    in 

Chicago:  Ctoftord  Blaine,  who  was 
killed  in  battle  in  the  greal  rein-iii.ni: 
Captain  Oblinger,  who  recruited  the 
first  military  company,  for  fche  war. 
ai  Goshen,  of  which  Milo  llascall  he- 
came  captain,  until,  i  b.  I i.\  -.  alter 
reaching  Indianapolis,  where  be  was 
made  Colonel.  I  offered  my  .services 
to   Cape.   o..   but    he   like   thd   (lector 

though!    I    would   not    do. 

I    remember   ESd    l-t.    Kerstet}et   was 

tii-i  lieutenant,  You  say  he  is  tie  oil- 
It     surviving      military      offloor    of    the 

Wide  Awakes.  If  there,  pb'io.  give 
him    my    kind,    besl    regards,      1    ha  ,  o   a 

negative  of  him,  i  made,  in  lieuten- 
ant's  uniform,  thai  I  have  lie  pi  all 
these  years,  with  many  others  of  the 
old   citizens. 

The   Goshen    Deinocraile,   club    tuusl 
liave   sold    their     Douglas      Banner.    I 

.painted  for  ibeui.  a  I  wo-i  n.i-,1.  |  rid  I 
I      "    .   :  o     ol     Soophoii    A,    lloiiL-las     ulon  ', 

for  their  banner,  for  which  i!..o  paid 
me  $40.  Three  or  four  years  ago  I 
received   a    loner    from   a    l-'rei    -b    am  >l 

in   Monr-.e,   Mich.,  enquiring  i       -.   tin 

naiiiiing  "and   w  inn    ii    wa:    ii-.  .      sa\ 


the  campaign   when   Dougl 
ll    think i     l.aporte,     hoi. 
vSs  passing  the  si. nut  .'".;  m 


'  i      .is     I      nine     olleu        wished        I, 

.  what  became  of  the  old  baiuiei 
a  imlnted  lo  be  used  us  a  bati 
"'<1  "I  course  bail  to  be  made  h 
er  prices  as  ihe  boys  i  I  was  on. 
™  '  wpre  noi  aide  io  pay  regain. 
"all  prices,  [f  i  remember  rig  h  i 
■elved  $::..  Qui  it  was  a  mattei 
've   w'th   mo.     i   remember   I    tel 


Dill  p.      -J SL. 
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OWMEOBY  JUDGE  DRAKE 


TAINTED  BY  J.  H.  IHIu;  FOR  CAM- 
PAIGN  OF   1860 


Depicts  Abraham  Lincoln  and  I  Hannibal 

Hamlin — Also  Candidate  For 

Governor 


(By   W.    V.    FINK) 

Adorning  a  wall  in  the  chambers  of 
Circuit  Judge  James  S.  Drake  in  the 
Elkhart  county  court  house  is  a  nearly 
tifi-year-old  oil  portrait  on  canvas,  the 
work  of  J.  H.  Dille,  early  day  Goshen 
artist,  that  has  a  most  unusual  history 
and  is  now  regarded  as  of  exceptional 
value.  It  was  given  Judge  Drake  by 
James  M.  Gowing,  court  bailiff,  two 
days  before  Mr.  Gowing  died  here  in 
11)17,  with  a  request  that  it  be  care- 
fully kept  and  eventually  passed  on  to 
.some  person  or  organization  that  would 
keep  it  in  good  condition.  Judge  Drake 
has  under  consideration  several  ideas 
for  disposing  of  it,  but  has  not  made  a 
definite  decision. 

The  picture  is  about  six  feet  square 
and  is  In  a  gilt  frame  bought  with  funds 
contributed  by  Goshen  lawyers  after 
Mr.  Gowing  solicited  contributions. 
Until  then  the  canvas  was  rolled.  It  is 
now  badly  in  need  of  oil. 

In  several  respects  this  Dille  paint- 
ing is  regarded  as  extraordinary,  even 
by  the  standards  of  such  portraits  as 
made  today.  It  was  executed  by  Dille 
for  the  Wideawakes,  a  republican 
marching  club  in  the  national  campaign 
of  1860.  John  H.  Baker  of  Goshen,  now 
deceased  ,was  president  of  the  club  and 
the  striking  picture  was  carried  in  the 
parade  at  the  big  republican  rally  here 
Saturday,  October  6,  1860,  when  Cas- 
Kius  M.  Clay  was  the  speaker  and  the  j 
Goshen  Times  estimated  attendance  of  j 
20  000  persons.  The  Wideawakes,  an  ' 
organization  of  republican  voters,  and 
the  Railsplitters,  membership  of  which 
was  made  up  of  juveniles  from  republi- 
can families,  marched  in  the  procession. 
That  was  a  great  political  event,  as 
was  attested  by  the  presence  of  the  gi- 
gantic crowd  in  what  was  then  a  very 
small  town,  the  census  of  1860  having 
given  Goshen  a  population  of  2,053  men, 
women   and   children. 

The  Dille  banner  was  carried  by  the 
Wideawakes  in  all  the  rallies  they  at- 
tended that  year.  Dille  painted  with 
striking  effect  in  1860  and  even  today, 
long  after  his  brush  has  been  laid  aside 
forever  and  there  are  thousands  of  such 
paintings  while  there  were  comparative- 
ly few  64  years  ago,  his  work  commands 
naught  but  admiration.  On  the  6x6 
canvas,  standing  out  against  the  back- 


ground, are  the  pictures  of  the  republi- 
can national  ticket  nominees,  Abraham 
Lincoln  of  Illinois  for  president  and 
Hannibal  Hamlin  of  Maine  for  vice  pre- 
sident, and  the  portrait  of  Henry  S. 
Lane,  nominee  for  governor  of  Indiana. 
Each  of  the  three  liknesscs  seems  life 
like.  The  portraits  are  painted  as  fram- 
ed, Lincoln's,  said  to  have  been  copied 
from  one  of  the  best  photographs  ever 
made  of  him,  at  the  top,  with  Hamlin 
and  Lane  opposite  each  other  below 
and  eight  American  flags,  with  a  shield, 
in  artistic  design  between  the  frames. 
The  work  reflects  great  credit  upon 
Dille. 

James  M.  Gowing  came  into  posses- 
sion of  the  painting  following  death  of 
his  father-in-law,  O.  V.  Walker,  who 
was  engaged  in  the  retail  liquor  bus- 
iness here  and  who  had  taken  the  ban- 
ner on  a  debt.  For  many  years  it  hung 
in  the  hall  of  Howell  Post,  No.  90,  G. 
A.  R.  It  is  said  that  B.  C.  Dodge,  who 
was  coroner  here,  at  one  time  claimed 
ownership  to  the  picture. 

J.  H.  Dille  was  an  early  day  resident 
here.  During  the  winter  of  1859-1860 
he  had  painted  scenery  for  the  Thalia 
Theater  organization  formed  by  Ger- 
mans of  Goshen  which  gave  perform- 
ances in  German  and  in  English  in  the 
Schaubel  brewery  hall,  West  Washing- 
ton street,  near  where  the  plant  of  the 
Goshen  Eyelet  company  now  stands. 
Mr.  Dille  married  Libbie  Crane,  daughter 
of  Oliver  Crane,  who  was  Elkhart  county 
agent  when  Goshen  was  ordered  plat- 
ted at  a  meeting  held  in  June.  1831,  the 
lot  sale  having  been  held  July  20,  1831. 
The  Dilles  left  Goshen,  locating  in  Fort 
Wayne.  They  are  now  deceased.  Sev- 
eral years  ago  Mrs.  Dille  sent  an  appeal 
here  from  an  Ohio  town,  explaining  she  | 
and  her  husband  were  without  funds, 
in  distress  and  suggesting  aid  from  her 
old  townspeople.  It  was  extended,  a 
check  covering  contributions  having 
been  forwarded.  In  connection  with 
that  appeal,  it  was  erroneously  stated 
by  Mrs.  Crane-Dille  her  father  had  don- 
ated the  land  in  the  heart  of  Goshen  on 
which  the  Elkhart  county  court  house 
stands.  Investigation  showed  that  Oliv- 
er Crane  never  owned  that  land,  but.  as 
county  agent,  he  had  reserved  several 
lots  for  court  house  site  purposes.  The 
Crane  land  possessions  here  were  in  the 
southeast  part  of  town,  extending  it  is 
said,  from  near  the  location  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  Chandler  school  house ! 
at  Madison  boulevard,  Cottage  avenue 
and  Eighth  street  to  a  point  beyond 
the  Goshen  Golf  club  grounds.  It  was 
on  Crane  land  near  the  school  house 
location  that  C.  D.  Sherwin  and  other 
old  citizens  here  saw  a  reaper  for  the 
first  time.  After  going  to  Fort  Wayne 
Dille  followed  painting  and  was  recog- 
nized as  an  artist  of  much  merit,  but 
never  acquired  extended  financial  suc- 
cess. 


It  is  told  that  for  the  1860  campaign 
Dille  also  painted  a  banner  for  the 
j  democrats  of  Goshen  and  that  it  was  the 
I  same  general  design  as  the  republican 
J  banner,  with  the  portraits  of  the  demo- 
Icratic  national  ticket,  Stephen  A.  Doug- 
las of  Illinois  for  president  and  Herschel 
V.  Johnson  of  Georgia  for  vice  presi- 
dent, and  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  demo- 
cratic nominee  for  governor  of  Indiana. 
This  painting,  according  to  stories  re- 
lated, was  carried  in  a  democratic  ral- 
ley  held  here  Saturday,  August  25,  1860, 
when  7,760  persons  marched  in  the  par- 
ade and  total  attendance  was  estimated 
at  12,000  people.  The  banner,  it  is 
said,  was  taken  to  LaPorte  by  democrats 
from  here  when  Douglas  spoke  there 
in  1860.  It  is  related  that  while  review- 
ing the  procession  he  halted  It  as  he 
observed  the  painting  and  said  he  pre- 
ferred it  to  one  he  had  made  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  at  cost  of  $500.  When 
last  heard  from  this  banner  was  in  the 
possession  of  an  artist  at  Flint,  Mich. 
It  was  wanted  here. 

The  elections  of  1860  resulted  in  re- 
publican victory,  Lincoln  and  Hamlin 
and  Lane  winning.  A  few  days  before 
the  Indiana  state  election  in  1860  (state 
elections  were  then  held  in  October), 
October  3,  Ashbel  P.  Willard,  governor, 
died  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.  A.  A.  Hammond 
became  governor.  Willard  and  Ham- 
mond were  democrats.  Lane  succeed- 
ed Hammond,  but  was  immediately  (Jan- 
uary 16,  1861)  chosen  by  the  general 
assembly  to  succeed  G.  N.  Fitch  in  the 
United  States  senate  and  Oliver  P. 
Morton,  who  had  been  elected  lieuten- 
ant governor  on  the  republican  ticket, 
became  governor.  He  is  recalled  as 
"Indiana's  war  governor."  Within  four 
months  in  1860-1861,  Indiana  had  four 
governors,  Ashbel  P.  Willard,  A.  A. 
Hammond,  Henry  S.  Lane  and  Oliver 
P.  Morton,  the  last  three  having  served 
within  three  days,  it  was  published. 

There  are  today  hanging  in  art  gal- 
leries and  similar  places,  oil  portarits 
that  the  in  no  way  superior  to  the  one 
in  the  chambers  of  Judge  Drake.  They 
attract  attenion  of  thousands  of  tour- 
ists and  others  who  are  interested  in 
such  things.  Few  people  ever  see  the 
Lincoln-Hamlin-Lane  picture  as  it  hangs 
on  the  wall  of  the  judge's  room.  It 
should  be  placed  for  a  time  where  it 
can  be  seen  by  any  person  who  cares 
to  look  at  it.  Permanent  disposition 
of  the  banner  is  for  Judge  Drake,  owner 
of  it,  to  decide.  The  Elkhart  County 
Historical  society  wants  it.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  it  be  loaned  or  presented 
to  the  Lincoln  Society  of  Chicago. 
Whatever  is  done  with  it,  the  picture  is 
of  such  value,  historically  and  other- 
wise, that  proper  care  is  very  essential. 
It  was  carried  in  parades  during  the 
most  stirring  times  ever  known  in  Go- 
shen— as  the  clouds  were  gathering  for 
the   Civil   war. 


Sovenber  3,  1930 


Judge  $wum  8.  Brake 
(toshes,  Indiana 

My  dear  Mr,  Calces 

fill  you  pi  same  ace  apt  my  thanks  for  the 
fereadelde  copied  from  the  Gossan  Bally  Save  times 
giving  an  account  of  the  painting  which  you  ova, 

1 

if  tar  returniag  to  Fort  fayaa  I  mentioned 
the  fact  that  the  paiatiag  Beaded  oil  lag  to  Mr. 
Salpa  Bills,  sea  of  J.  E.  Mile. 

His  address  is  1230  Fairfield  ftveaue, 

fort  Wayne-, 

I  think  you  could  arrange  £®r  *&&  *o  <***• 
to  Soshssa  and  oil  the  painting  for  yout  la  fact,  X 
believe  It  would  be  a  pleasure  for  aim  to  work  oa 
this  original  painting  by  Ma  father. 

Thanking  you  again  for  your  Interest  la 

forwarding  me  the  account  of  the  painting,  I  am 


Respectfully  yours, 


Director, 

L4*>YL  Lincoln  Historical  liesearch  Foundation. 
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W1  U1   rnotogrann  by  Dille  taken  about  1657 
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A  PENCIL  SKETCH  OF  AN  IMMORTAL— Jacob  M. 
Stouder,  1934  Spy  Run  avenue,  this  city,  has  the  original  of 
the  interesting  pencil  sketch  reproduced  above,  depicting 
Abraham  Lincoln.  The  sketch  was  made  in  1860,  from  a 
photograph,  by  J.  H.  Dille,  of  Goshen,  father  of  Ralph  Dille, 
artist,  this  city.  The  photograph  was  taken  of  Lincoln  in  Chi' 
cago  along  about  1857.       H      "  ,    v 
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GOSHEN,  Ind.  —  A  6-foot-by-6-foot  painting  that  depicts 
a  beardless  Abraham  Lincoln  that  was  used  for  a 
Republican  Party  rally  in  Goshen  in  1860  will  be  on  display 
in  the  Elkhart  County  Courthouse  on  Oct.  22. 

The  painting  also  features  vice-presidential  candidate 
Hannibal  Hamlin,  and  Henry  Smith  Lane,  candidate  for 
governor  of  Indiana.  The  Goshen  News  reports 
(http://bit.ly/q9e9am)  that  the  painting  will  be  on  display 
from  1:30  p.m.  to  2  p.m.  Goshen  College  Professor 
Emeritus  Ervin  Beck  will  lead  a  special  program  on  the 
painting  afterward.  Beck  calls  the  painting  a  national 
treasure. 

The  painting  was  done  by  Goshen  artist  J.  H.  Dille  for  the 
rally.  Elkhart  County  Historical  Museum  Curator  of 
Education  Rebecca  Oestreich  says  20,000  people  attended 
the  rally. 


Information  from:  The  Goshen  News, 
http://www.qoshennews.com 
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